
 

BORDER CROSSING REQUIREMENTS 
 
By Land 
 
As of January 31, 2008, all travelers must present documents to enter U.S./Canada.   These 
documents must be: 
 

• a valid passport; or 
 

• a government-issued photo ID, such as a driver’s license, PLUS a birth certificate or 
citizenship card; or 
 

• a NEXUS or a Free and Secure Trade (fast) card; or 
 

• an enhanced driver’s license: or 
 

• a Certificate of Indian Status (CIS) card; or 
 

• for those 18 and under, only a birth certificate. 
 

By Air 
 
Canadian citizens traveling by air to, through or from the United States must present one of the 
following documents: 
 

• a valid Canadian passport; or 
 

• a valid NEXUS card when used at participating airports. 
 
This requirement applies to all travelers, regardless of age, including children. 
 
U.S. citizens traveling to Canada are required to show U.S. Government-issued photo ID and proof of 
U.S. citizenship, such as a birth certificate.  In addition, U.S. law requires that Americans entering the 
U.S. from Canada by air (including those returning by air from short trips to Canada) must have a 
valid passport. 
 
(Canadians driving across the International border, flying from one U.S. city to another U.S. city do not 
require passports when boarding the plane.)  
 
Crossing the Canadian / U.S. Border with Children 
 
U.S. and Canadian citizens ages 15 or younger with parental consent will be allowed to cross the 
borders at land entry points with original or certified copies of their birth certificates rather than 
passports. 
 
U.S. and Canadian citizens ages 16 through 18 traveling with an athletic group and under adult 
supervision will also be allowed to travel with only their birth certificates. 
 
Note: For Children traveling without Both Parents: 
 
Adults traveling over the border into the U.S. and/or Canada with children who are not their own 
should have a written note from the parent or guardian giving permission for the children to leave the 
country.  The permission should include the name and contact information of the parent/guardian. 
 
For more information visit:   www.canada.gc.ca    OR  www.travel.state.gov 
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